
 

   
 

WELCOME TO 

 Lutsel K’e 

Community Map 

Ts’akui Theda 
      - Rene Fumoleau  
Ancestors of the present day Chipewyans  
 built their log cabins at Desnedheche (Lockhart River)   
 on the East Arm of Tunedhe (Great Slave Lake). 
Trout and whitefish play in the clear water. 
Blueberries ripen juicy on the river banks. 
 
Most of the cabin roofs have collapsed,  
 and the walls will slowly disappear  
 in a circle of death and life:  
Trees die, trees are born, the forest lives. 
 
Every August, the Chipewyans from Lutsel K‘e  
 gather at Desnedheche in a week long pilgrimage  
 to meet again their parents, grandparents, and great grandparents,  
 to celebrate their achievements, their pains and loves,  
 to celebrate the creation and the Creator,  
 to celebrate themselves. 
 
They come to visit Ts‘akui Theda,  
 the ‗Old Lady Who Sits in the River.‘ 

 who has willed to sit here for ten thousand years: 
 or is it one hundred thousand years? 

 
Ts‘akui Theda is not a wooden or plaster 

statue.  
She is living water and free Spirit. 

She is one with the Eternal Power 
who loved her into existence.  

She is the Goddess of the 

origin and of regeneration. 

DENE YATI 
The Language of the 
Land 

 
Many people in 
the community 
speak our 
tribal 
language. 
Speaking in 
Dene Yati gives 
the people 
here the power 
to express 
what is in our 
hearts and 
many will speak only Dene Yati when 
they are in negotiations with the 
government or industries. This shows 
the pride we hold as a people and our 
determination to 
continue living our 
culture. 

Na sa t'a • Spring 
 (days are getting longer) 

HISTORY 

Lutsel K’e: A Place of Many Pasts 
 

 
 

ECOLOGY 

Get to Know the Life of the Land 
GETTING HERE 

The Journey to Lutsel K’e 

THAIDENE NENE 

We are Gatekeepers to the “Land of the Ancestors” 

  
 Thaidene Nene is a proposed protected area of 33 000 km2 which is being 

negotiated with Parks Canada. This area is the heart of the homeland and 
sacred place of the Lutsel K‘e Denesoline. It is where our ancestors laid down 
the sacred, ethical, and practical foundations of our way of life. 
 By promoting our culture, practicing our relationship with the land and water, 
and protecting the territory upon which our culture and relationships depend we 
will carry on our traditions.  

 Protection of Thaidene Nene means preserving the environmental 
and cultural integrity of a homeland fundamental to our well-being and 
cultural identity. As the keepers of Thaidene Nene, we have the responsibility to act 
as both stewards of the land and hosts to visitors. 
 

A Brief History of the Park 
 
 
 

Map created in 2009 by Sarah Bresnahan and Kim Rapati, graduates of 
Outdoor Recreation, Parks and Tourism at Lakehead University. Thank you for 
your stories, guidance and support to everyone in the community of Lutsel K‘e 
with special thanks to: Stephen Ellis, Gloria Enzoe, Joseph Catholique, Maurice 
Lockhart, Joe Michel, Antoine Michel, Madeline Catholique, Archie Catholique., 
Mary-Rose and August Enzoe, Sayiz Catholique, Eddy and Mary Catholique, 
Pete Enzoe, Pierre Catholique, Madeline Drybones, Christy Norwood, Lesley 
Curthoys, Harvey Lemelin, and our travelmates Michael Filipowitsch and Devon 
MacPherson. 

CULTURE 

This is our land and we invite you to  
experience the community and the area which 

has nurtured us for all of time. 

 
Our community stretches far beyond the 

houses and buildings of Lutsel K‘e and the  

purpose of this map is to share the beauty, 
history and life contained in this small part 

of our world.  
 

Please enjoy this area and  

respect our land. 

Located in the East Arm of Great Slave Lake amongst rocky 
cliffs and limitless wilderness, Lutsel K‘e is the most 
northerly Denesoline community. 

By Air: From Edmonton and Calgary, Alberta there are daily 
flights to Yellowknife with Canadian North, Air Canada Jazz, First 
Air and WestJet. From Yellowknife there are regular daily flights 
into Lutsel K‘e by Air Tindi and Lutsel K‘e Air Services.  
 
By Road: Drive to Yellowknife from British Columbia or Alberta 
and take a flight. 
 
By Great Slave Lake: Skidoo or boat. 

―The land of many stories‖ - Maurice Lockhart 

Lutsel K‘e 

Ni hat’ni Dene Program  
 
In 2006, a Memorandum of 
Understanding was signed with the 
federal Environment Minister to 
investigate the feasibility of 
establishing a National Park.  In 2007, 
33 000 km2 was fully withdrawn for a 
five year feasibility study. 
 
The Ni hat’ni Dene Program 
(Thaidene Nene Watchers) was 
implemented in 2009 to ensure 
community-based resource 
management. 
 
Modeled after the Haida Watchmen 
Program, the Ni hat‘ni Dene will be 
stationed at culturally significant 
locations to: maintain the cultural 
artifacts and natural beauty in the area; 
host visitors and provide interpretative 
tours; and, transmit cultural knowledge 
to younger generations. 

The Call for Equal  
Representation 

 
Chief Pierre Catholique is flown 
to Ottawa to sign a document 
which states Lutsel K‘e Dene First 
Nation‘s (LKDFN) support for 
park establishment.  
 
The Chief refuses to sign the 
document fearing a loss of 
jurisdiction over the traditional 
homeland. Famously, he states 
that ―From now on if 21 
government people come to a 
meeting, 21 Indian leaders must 
come sit across the table from 
them. It‘s no good for one Chief 
to sit down to talk without 
knowing what other Chiefs are 
thinking‖. 
This led to the initial creation of 
the Indian Brotherhood. 

Pack Up Your Maps 
 
Parks Canada again 
approaches Lutsel K‘e in the 
early 1980s however, the same 
concerns from 1970 remain.  
 
Nonetheless, the LKDFN 
recognize that land withdrawal 
could mean protection from 
mineral interests.  
 
LKDFN supports the 
withdrawal, but upholds the 
position that it will not discuss 
the park until lands, rights, 
and title issues are resolved 
through negotiation with 
Parks Canada.  
 
Chief Zepp Casaway famously 
tells government officials to 
―Pack up your maps and go‖. 

Creating partnerships  
 
Chief Felix Lockhart approaches 
Parks Canada to renew 
discussions about a proposed 
National Park in the traditional 
territory of the LKDFN.  
 
In 2004, Chief Archie Catholique 
and his Council formally resolve 
to enter into negotiations with 
Parks Canada with the intent of 
creating a partnership for the 
planning, operation, and 
management of a protected area 
in the traditional territory.  
 
One year later, the LKDFN 
approves a portion of the 
traditional territory (57 000 km2) 
for consideration as a new 
National Park.  

Great 
Slave Lake 

1969 

1980 

2000-2
005 

2006-2
009 

"A person who knows and understands the land won't get lost…"    
– Madeline Drybones 

 
Lutsel K‘e is located in the Taiga 
Shield just 40 km south of the 
tundra tree line. It is an area 
where the Boreal Forest and the 
Canadian Shield overlap. The 
forests are scattered with black 
spruce, white spruce, willows, 
alders, aspen, paper birch, and 
jack pine. 
 

The Great Wanderers 
Migration plays an enormous role on life in the north for as one 
species travels, the lives of others change through further migration 
or adaptation. Each spring, the Bathurst Barren-Ground Caribou 
herd (roughly 350 000) 
migrates hundreds of 
kilometers from the Boreal 
Forest to the Arctic Tundra.  
They follow frozen lakes and 
rivers on unerring paths 
through the barrenlands that 
take them to the shores of 
the Arctic Ocean. The caribou 

play an important role in 
the lifestyle of our 
community, supplying food year-round. 
 

Surviving Life in the North 
In this demanding landscape survival techniques are key and can be 
seen in all northern lifestyles. The Willow Ptarmigan lives in tundra 

and shrubland habitats. This bird 
has extraordinary camouflage 
skills. Both sexes have white 
plumage in the winter to blend 
in with the snowy landscape. 
During the spring and summer 
females become speckled grey 
while males have a russet head 
and white body. Their spring 
colours allow them to blend in 

with the lichen covered rocks surrounding them. 
Plants are adapted to a very short growing season. Trees are 
forced to spread their roots horizontally rather than vertically in the 

thin soil perched on bedrock. These forests 
lack the diversity of more southerly climates 
but display a phenomenal array of unique 
lichens, mosses and arctic flowers that defy the 
cold, dry and rocky environments they cling to.   

 

Water is a Provider of Life 
Great Slave Lake is a massive post-glacial 
reservoir for numerous rivers and streams and 
one of the north's 
great providers of 
transportation, food 
and shelter to 
surrounding 
communities. Great 
Slave Lake is the 
deepest lake in North 
America (2 010 ft) and 
the seventh largest by 
surface area. This 
body of water houses 
a vast array of fish 
which provide Lutsel 
K‘e with food year-
round.  In the 
summer, we travel 
over water by boat 
and canoe to set nets, 
troll or go hunting.  
Through the rest of the year, the waters around 
us are frozen and we travel mainly by 
snowmobile. This is some of the cleanest water 
in the world, and it holds a huge power and 
plays an integral role in our northern lifestyle. 

Birds 
- Ptarmigan 
- Peregrine Falcon 
- Merlin 
- Kestrel 
- Bald Eagle 

Mammals 
- Barren-Ground  
Caribou 
- Moose 
- Grizzly Bears 
- Black Bears 
- Wolverine 
- Arctic Fox 
- Lynx 

Waterfowl 
- Blue-Winged Teal 
- Mallard 
- Goldeneye 
- Tern 
- Northern Pintail 
- Canada Goose 
- Long-tailed Duck 
- Tundra Swan 

Fish 
- Lake Trout 
- Whitefish 
- Northern Pike 
- Sucker 
- Cisco 
- Arctic Grayling 

The community of Lutsel K‘e has roots which extend to all corners 
of this land; the people who now live here have travelled and grown 
up all over and carry with them tales of many different pasts.   

 

Nomadic Living 
Most elders of Lutsel K‘e were born and raised on the land. They 
followed the caribou through the barrenlands, small mammals 
along the trap lines and fish in the rivers and lakes. Home was a 
caribou hide tent where your family was. 

"I had never seen a log cabin until my dad built one when I was 
nine. All my life before then I had lived in a tent." - Joe Michel 

In a land with a harsh climate and limited resources, life was hard 
and survival depended upon being as resourceful as possible. 
Everyone contributed to the hard work. Children learned skills such 
as hunting caribou, trapping beaver, cleaning fish and preparing 
hides through observation and experience. 
 

A Gathering Place 
At certain times of the year, people from all over gathered to share, 
celebrate and rejuvenate. One of these many gathering places was 
Kache, a village at the mouth of the Lockhart River. Gatherings gave 
a place for people young and old to play hand games, ball games, 
tell stories in the evening, and take part in drum and fiddle dances.  
To this day, Kache remains a place of great importance to the 
people of Lutsel K‘e. The Ni hat’ni Dene (Thaidene Nene Watchers) 
are stationed here to protect and share the stories that remain a 
part of this area. 

 

Settling into Lutsel K’e 
The Hudson's Bay Store was built on the point where Lutsel K‘e is 
now located (right beside where the old warehouse still stands). The 
establishment of this trading post brought people from all over. 
In the 40s and 50s, thousands of people lived along the shoreline 
from ―The Gap‖ to Stark Lake. People settled in this area because of 
the good fishing at ―The Gap‖ which remained unfrozen all year 
round. With the building of a school, and the re-location of the 
church from ―The Gap‖ to its current location, people began to build 
cabins and live more permanently on the point. This led to the 
establishment of the community you see here today. 
  

  

 

ENGLISH DENE YATI 

Land Ni 

Caribou ?etthen 

Water Tue 

Fish Lue 

Big 
Thanks 

Marsi-cho  

 

Hudson’s Bay 

Trading Post 1925 

Can of tobacco… 25¢ 
Cans of food……. 25¢ 
5-6 man tent…… $30 
Dog sled…………. $8 
Rifle ……………… $18 

Lutsel K'e 

Vegetation 
- Tufted Saxifrage 
- Cloudberry 
- Reindeer Lichen 
- Bearberry 
- Labrador tea 
- Pasque Flower 

Thaidene Nene 

Sinį • Summer 

MEDICINE 
MEN 
Powerful 
Medicine 
Runs in the 
Ancestry of 
the LKDFN 
 
The Dene of 
Lutsel K'e 
have a 
powerful 
medicine 
background.  
"The people 
used to 
travel and 
survive by 
medicine. They 
could talk to 
animals and send 
them into the 
water to kill them 
for food. The Medicine 
Men always knew where 
the animals were. In their 
dreams they would turn into 
a bird and fly over the land. 
Whatever animal they saw they 
would make that animal call and so 
when they made the caribou call they 
would wake up and know exactly where 
the caribou were." - Joe Michel 

ONE FAMILY 
Community of 
Sharing 
  
The LKDFN 
support  each 
other—it has 
always been 
this way.  
―My father 
told me, ‗I 
will not 
always be 
around. Make 
sure that you 
always have a 

good lake full 
of fish, build 

yourself a good 
log cabin, and 

surround yourself 
with family.‘‖ - Mary-

Rose Enzoe.  
In Lutsel K‘e, everyone is 

family - often when 
someone hunts a moose or 

takes a large catch of fish they 
give the meat to the elders and 

share it with the whole town. It is 
important to us to help each other out with 

projects, share limited resources and keep an eye 
on our children.  We are proud to be a community. 

  

 
Bringing Peace to the Land 
    – As told by Maurice Lockhart 
  
 I can remember as far back as I know. From what I 
hear and what I see, I still remember from when I was first 
conscious.  
 The Chipewyan, Dogrib and Cree used to kill each 
other with bows and arrows and spears. One man named 
Akaitcho did not like it. Akaitcho wanted to make peace and 
so he walked down to a Dogrib village where he would 
speak to the leader of their tribe. The two of them sat 
together and said from here on let‘s not kill each other. 
Both the leaders had the same mind and went back to their 
tribes to tell them no more killing.  
 There were no roads at that time but this story went 
down to all the other tribes, to Inuvik and the Mackenzie 
Delta. The Voice of Peace travelled all the way down the 
river and every tribe heard the message to stop killing one 
another.   
 On the south shore of the ocean, a white soldier took 
something round and gold and gave it to Akaitcho and said 
there would be no more killing. This is live money and will 
never die. This white soldier and Akaitcho started the 
territory for all the people and met with all the leaders and 
said, as the years go on, people should start looking at each 
other kindly and make this a safe place. This is a true story. 

This map shows the trap lines and travel routes of the region. These are 
the lifelines of our community and they stretch out far and wide.  

"This is our land and everything we survive on is our land."                     
– Pierre Catholique 

Xaye t’azį • Fall (before winter)  

"Sometimes you run into a storm on the barrenlands. You cannot 

tell where you are, you cannot see your hand in front of your 

face for the wind and the snow – if you turn around everywhere 

would look the same. You have to dig out as much as you can 

and wait out the storm which could last 3 or 4 days. "  – Madeline 

Catholique spent four straight years in the barrenlands trapping 

with her sister and her own dog team in the way she was taught 

by her father. 

Xaye • Winter  

"I think every day about all the changes 

that are happening. For the living 

people of this earth, the creator made 

sun, moon, darkness and daylight. We 

see and can hear the birds, the wind, 

the four seasons in the year. Remember 

that these are the things that are 

constant in our lives amongst all the 

changes."    – Maurice Lockhart 




